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INTRODUCTION  

The intersection of religion and politics in’ Nigeria is a subject of profound significance, deeply rooted in the country's history, 

culture, and socio-political fabric. With a diverse religious landscape comprising predominantly Christianity and Islam, along with 

various indigenous beliefs, Nigeria's political landscape is heavily influenced by religious identity and dynamics. This intersection 

carries significant implications for the governance of the nation and the inclusiveness of its political processes.  

Throughout Nigeria's history, religion has played a pivotal role in shaping political ideologies, mobilizing support bases, and framing 

public discourse. The intertwining of religious identity with political affiliations has often resulted in polarization, with politicians 

exploiting religious sentiments for electoral gains. Consequently, this manipulation of religion in politics has led to divisions along 

religious lines, hindering efforts towards national unity and inclusive governance.  

Moreover, Nigeria's complex ethno-religious composition has contributed to conflicts and tensions, further exacerbated by political 

interests and power struggles. The Boko Haram insurgency in the northern region, rooted in religious extremism, stands as a stark 

example of the detrimental consequences of religious political dynamics on national security and stability.  

In light of these challenges, understanding the implications of the intersection of religion and politics for good governance and 

inclusiveness is crucial. This paper seeks to delve into these implications, examining how religious considerations influence policy 

formulation, governance structures, and societal cohesion.  Additionally, it aims to explore avenues for fostering interfaith dialogue, 

protecting religious freedoms, and promoting inclusive policies to mitigate the negative effete of religious political dynamics and 

advance towards a more cohesive and inclusive Nigerian society.  

Abstract  Original Research Article 

This paper explores the intricate relationship between religion and politics in Nigeria and its implications for good governance and 

inclusiveness. Nigeria's diverse religious landscape, primarily consisting of Christianity and Islam, intersects with its complex 

political dynamics, influencing policy formulation, identity politics, and socio-economic development. The manipulation of 

religious sentiments for political gain often exacerbates divisions, hindering efforts towards national cohesion and inclusive 

governance. Through an analysis of historical context, contemporary challenges, and potential solutions, this paper underscores the 

importance of fostering interfaith dialogue, protecting religious freedoms, and promoting inclusive policies to overcome religious-

based tensions and promote good governance in Nigeria. 
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By centrally analyzing the historical context, contemporary challenges, and potential solutions, this paper endeavors to shed light on the 

complexities of the intersection of religion and politics in Nigeria and its implications for governance and inclusiveness in the country. 

Through a comprehensive understanding of these dynamics, policymakers and stakeholders can work towards crafting strategies that 

promote national unity, respect religious diversity, and ensure inclusive governance for all Nigerians.  (Falola, 2012).  

Let Us Consider the Following Points Bellow   

Identity and Mobilization: Religion serves as a potent identity marker in Nigeria, often influencing political mobilization. Politicians 

frequently exploit religious sentiments to rally support from their respective religious constituencies. This can lead to polarized politics 

and undermine national cohesion.  

Ethnic and Religious Cleavages: Nigeria's diverse religious composition intersects with its ethnic diversity, creating complex 

cleavages. Politicians sometimes exploit these divisions for electoral gains, exacerbating tensions and hindering efforts towards 

inclusivity and good governance. 

Policy Formulation and Implementation: Religious considerations often influence policy formulation and implementation in Nigeria. 

Issues such as education, family law, and social welfare may be influenced by religious beliefs, potentially marginalizing minority 

groups and impeding the pursuit of Inclusive governance.  

Conflict and Security: Religious tensions have fueled conflicts in Nigeria, particularly between Christian and Muslim communities. 

The Boko Haram insurgency in the northern part of the country, for example, has deep roots in religious extremism. Managing such 

conflicts is crucial for fostering good governance and ensuring inclusiveness.  

Constitutional Framework: Nigeria's secular constitution theoretically separates religion from the state. However, the reality is more 

nuanced, with religious interests often influencing government decisions. Balancing the principles of secularism with respect for 

religious diversity is essential for promoting inclusive governance.  

Interfaith Dialogue and Collaboration: Encouraging interfaith dialogue and collaboration among religious leaders and communities can 

promote understanding, tolerance, and inclusiveness. Initiatives that bring together Christian and Muslim leaders to address common 

challenges can contribute to improved governance and social cohesion.  

The Relationship between Religion and Politics in Nigeria include:  

First and foremost, it is no news that religion serves as a significant identity marker in Nigeria, influencing individuals' sense 

of belonging and political affiliations. Politicians often mobilize support by appealing to religious sentiments and affiliations, using 

religious symbols and rhetoric to garner votes and rally supporters. This practice has been in existence for a long time and has come to 

stay. It has made religion and politics relate in such a way that it seems without one, the other will not function perfectly. 

 Secondly, Nigeria's diverse religious composition intersects with its complex ethnic landscape, creating ethno-religious cleavages that 

shape political dynamics. Competition for political power along, religious and ethnic lines can lead to tensions and conflicts, particularly 

during elections or in regions with significant religious diversity.  

Thirdly, religious considerations often influence policy formulation and implementation in Nigeria. Issues such as education, family 

law, and social welfare may be influenced by religious beliefs, leading to the enactment of laws or policies that reflect the preferences 

of dominant religious groups.  

Furthermore, despite tensions and conflicts, Nigeria also has a history of interfaith dialogue and collaboration, with religious leaders 

and organizations coming together to address common challenges and promote peace and reconciliation, interfaith understanding, 

tolerance, and cooperation between different religious communities.  

Another point to be noted is Constitutional Framework: Nigeria's constitution theoretically separates religion from the state, guaranteeing 

freedom of religion and prohibiting religious discrimination. However, in practice, religious considerations often influence government 

decisions and policies, raising questions about the separation of religion and politics.  
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Another interesting aspect in the relationship between religion and politics is their intersection with economic development in Nigeria. 

Religious organizations and leaders may play roles in social welfare provision, community development, and poverty alleviation, 

influencing economic policies and development initiatives. Religion and politics in Nigerian are distinct but interconnected spheres of 

society, each with its own characteristics, functions, and dynamics. 

Differences between Religion and Politics in Nigeria:  

Nature and Purpose:  

While religion encompasses beliefs, practices, and rituals centered around spiritual or supernatural concepts, such as the 

worship of deities, adherence to moral codes, and participation in religious ceremonies. It provides individuals with a sense of meaning, 

purpose, and community, guiding their ethical and moral conduct. Politics involves the exercise of power, authority, and governance 

within a society or state. It encompasses the processes through which decisions are made, policies are formulated and implemented, and 

resources are allocated. Politics aims to regulate social interactions, resolve conflicts, and address collective needs and interests.  

 Institutions and Actors:  

In religious institutions in Nigeria which includes churches, mosques, temples, traditional shrines, and religious organizations, 

religious leaders, such as pastors, imams, priests, and traditional priests, play influential roles in guiding religious practices, interpreting 

sacred texts, and providing spiritual guidance to their followers. In Political institutions in Nigeria which includes government bodies, 

political parties, electoral commissions, and legislative assemblies, Political actors, such as elected officials, political candidates, 

bureaucrats, and activists, engage in activities related to governance, elections, policy-making, and advocacy. 

Scope of Influence:  

Religion often extends beyond the realm of politics, influencing various aspects of individuals’ lives, including their personal 

beliefs, moral - values, social interactions, and cultural practices. Religious teachings may shape individuals’ worldviews, ethical 

principles, and behaviors in both public and private spheres. Politics primarily focuses on the governance of public affairs and the 

management of societal resources. While political decisions and policies may intersect with religious beliefs, politics generally deals 

with secular matters, such as legislation, public administration, economic policy, and international relations. 

Basis of Legitimacy: 

 The legitimacy of religious authority is often derived from divine or supernatural sources, such as sacred texts, religious traditions, and 

spiritual experiences. Religious leaders may claim authority based on their knowledge of religious doctrines, their perceived connection 

to the divine, or their role as intermediaries between believers and the divine. But in politics, the legitimacy of political authority in 

Nigeria is typically based on legal, constitutional, or democratic principles. Elected officials derive their legitimacy from popular 

sovereignty, electoral mandates, and adherence to constitutional norms and procedures. Political legitimacy may also be reinforced 

through accountability mechanisms, transparency, and the rule of law. 

The Intersection of Religion and Politics in Nigeria include: 

Insight into Societal Dynamics: The analysis of the intersection of religion and politics provides valuable insights into the complexities 

of Nigerian society; By examining how religious identities intersect with political affiliations and motivations, researchers and 

policymakers gain a deeper understanding, of the factors that shape social cohesion, identity formation, and political behavior in Nigeria. 

Understanding Governance Challenges: The exploration of the implications of religion in politics sheds light on the governance 

challenges facing Nigeria. By uncovering how religious considerations influence policy formulation, implementation, and decision-

making processes, scholars and policymakers can identify areas for reform and improvement in governance structures and practices. 

Promotion of Inclusiveness: The study of religion and politics in Nigeria highlights the importance of promoting inclusiveness in 

governance processes. diverse religious landscape of the country and understanding how religious dynamics intersect with political 
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power, policymakers can develop strategies to ensure the participation and representation of all religious groups in decision-making 

processes, fostering a more inclusive and representative governance system.  

Conflict Prevention and Resolution: An understanding of the intersection of religion and politics is essential for conflict prevention 

and resolution efforts in Nigeria. By analyzing how religious tensions contribute to conflicts and violence, policymakers can develop 

targeted interventions to address the root causes of these tensions and promote peacebuilding initiatives that foster interfaith dialogue, 

reconciliation, and conflict resolution. 

Policy Formulation and Implementation: The analysis of religion and politics informs policy formulation and implementation 

processes in Nigeria. By recognizing the influence of religious considerations on policy outcomes, policymakers can develop policies 

that respect religious diversity, protect religious freedoms, and address the needs and concerns of different religious communities, 

thereby promoting social cohesion and inclusive development.  

The Intersection of Religion and Politics in Nigeria Plays Several Roles that Have Significant Implications for Good 

Governance and Inclusiveness:  

Identity Formation and Political Mobilization: Religion often serves as a primary identity marker for individuals in Nigeria, 

influencing their political affiliations and voting behavior. Politicians frequently mobilize support along religious lines, appealing to the 

religious sentiments of voters to gain electoral advantage (Okafor, 2007).  However, this identity-based politics can lead to polarization 

and exclusion, undermining efforts towards inclusive governance.  

Policy Formulation and Implementation: Religious considerations impact policy formulation and implementation in Nigeria. Issues 

such as education, family law, and social welfare may be influenced by religious beliefs, potentially marginalizing minority groups and 

hindering efforts to develop inclusive policies that cater to the needs of all citizens, regardless of their religious affiliation.  

 Ethnic and Religious Cleavages: Nigeria's diverse religious landscape intersects with its complex ethnic composition, creating 

cleavages that can exacerbate tensions and conflicts (Marshall, 2002). Politicians often exploit these divisions for their own political 

gain, further deepening societal divisions and hindering efforts towards national cohesion and inclusiveness. 

 Conflict and Security: The intersection of religion and politics has significant implications for conflict and security in Nigeria. 

Religious tensions have fueled conflicts, such as the Boko Haram insurgency in the northern region, leading to a widespread violence 

and instability. Managing these conflicts effectively is crucial for promoting good governance and ensuring the safety and security of 

all citizens (2002). 

 Interfaith Dialogue and Collaboration: Encouraging interfaith dialogue and collaboration among religious leaders and communities 

is essential for promoting understanding, tolerance, and inclusiveness. Initiatives that bring together Christian and Muslim leaders to 

address common challenges can contribute to improved governance and social cohesion (kadayici, 2016). 

 Economic Development: The intersection of religion and politics can also impact economic development in Nigeria. Ensuring 

equitable access to resources and opportunities, regardless of religious identity, is crucial for promoting inclusiveness and reducing 

socio-economic disparities. 

The Effects of the Intersection of Religion and Politics in Nigeria Have Profound Implications for Good Governance 

and Inclusiveness.  

The intersection of religion and politics often leads to polarization and divisiveness within Nigerian society. Politicians 

frequently exploit religious sentiments to mobilize support, resulting in the polarization of the electorate along religious lines. This 

polarization undermines efforts towards national cohesion and inclusive governance by fostering mistrust and animosity between 

religious communities. 

 The politicization of religion can lead to the marginalization of minority religious groups in Nigeria. Dominant religious groups may 

wield disproportionate political power, leading to the marginalization of minority groups in decision-making processes and the 

formulation of policies that do not adequately address their needs. This marginalization undermines inclusiveness and perpetuates social 

inequalities.  
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 The intersection of religion and politics often exacerbates ethno-religious conflicts in Nigeria. Competition for political power along 

religious lines can fuel tensions between different religious and ethnic groups, leading to violence and instability. Ethno-religious 

conflicts undermine good governance by disrupting social cohesion and hindering economic development.  

Furthermore, religious considerations can impede effective policy formulation and implementation in Nigeria. Policies may be 

influenced by religious beliefs, leading to the enactment of laws that favor one religious’ group over others or that infringe upon the 

rights of minority religious communities (folala, 2012). This impediment to policy formulation and implementation undermines 

inclusiveness and the rule of law.  

 The intersection of religion and politics can also undermine secular principles in Nigeria. While the Nigerian constitution provides for 

the separation of religion and state, in practice, religious interests often influence political decision-making. This undermines the secular 

nature of the state and can lead to the privileging of certain religious groups over others, further exacerbating divisions within society.  

 The politicization of religion can inhibit interfaith dialogue and cooperation in Nigeria. Political competition along religious lines can 

lead to suspicion and distrust between religious communities, hindering efforts to foster dialogue and cooperation. Interfaith dialogue is 

essential for promoting understanding and tolerance and for addressing common challenges facing Nigerian society (Okafor, 2007)  

The Intersection of Religion and Politics in Nigeria is Characterized by Several Key Features, Each with Implications 

for Good Governance and Inclusiveness:  

Religion serves as a potent identity marker in Nigeria, influencing individuals' sense of belonging and political affiliations. 

Politicians often exploit religious identities to mobilize support and garner votes, leading to the politicization of religious sentiments. 

This characteristic fosters identity based politics, which can exacerbate divisions and hinder efforts towards inclusive governance 

In Nigeria's religious landscape is diverse, with a significant Muslim population in the north and a substantial Christian population in 

the south, along with various indigenous religious beliefs. This diversity intersects with Nigeria's complex ethnic composition, creating 

ethnoreligious cleavages that can fuel tensions and conflicts. Managing this diversity is essential for promoting inclusiveness and 

fostering social cohesion. 

As we know, Nigeria is home to multiple religious denominations and sects, each vying for influence in the political arena. Competition 

among religious leaders and groups for political power and resources can lead to fragmentation and discord within religious 

communities. This characteristic underscore the importance of promoting dialogue and cooperation among religious leaders to advance 

common goals and address shared challenges Again, the intersection of religion and politics in Nigeria has deep historical roots, dating 

back to the pre-colonial era when traditional rulers often held both religious and political authority. Colonialism and subsequent post-

colonial governance structures have further shaped the relationship between religion and politics in Nigeria. Understanding these 

historical precedents is essential for addressing contemporary challenges and fostering inclusive governance.  Let us not forget that, 

Nigeria's secular constitution theoretically separates religion from the state and guarantees freedom of religion. However, in practice, 

religious considerations often influence government decisions and policies (Akwmola, 2015). Balancing the principles of secularism 

with respect for religious diversity is a constant challenge, requiring careful navigation of legal and constitutional frameworks to ensure 

inclusiveness and protect religious freedoms.  

SUMMARY 

The intersection of religion and politics in Nigeria holds profound implications for good governance and inclusiveness. 

Nigeria's diverse religious landscape characterized by Christianity, Islam, and various indigenous beliefs, intersects with its complex 

political dynamics, shaping policies, identity politics, and societal cohesion.  

The manipulation of religious sentiments for political gain often leads to polarization and divisiveness, hindering efforts towards national 

unity and inclusive governance, Ethno-religious diversity creates cleavages that can fuel tensions and conflicts, undermining social 

cohesion and stability. 
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Compering religious influences, historical Precedents, and legal frameworks further complicate the relationship between religion and 

politics in Nigeria, balancing secular principles with respect for religious diversity is essential for promoting inclusiveness and protecting 

religious freedoms. 

CONCI USION  

The intersection of religion and politics in Nigeria holds significant implications for the country's governance and inclusiveness. 

The historical, social, and cultural context has led to a complex interplay between religious identity and political dynamics, shaping 

policies, conflicts, and societal cohesion. While religion can be a source of unity and moral guidance, its manipulation for political gain 

can exacerbate divisions and hinder progress towards good governance and inclusivity.  

To navigate these challenges effectively, Nigeria must prioritize dialogue, tolerance, and respect for religious diversity. This entails 

promoting interfaith collaboration, safeguarding religious freedom, and ensuring that policies and governance structures are inclusive 

and equitable for all citizens. By fostering an environment of mutual understanding and cooperation, Nigeria can harness the potential 

of its diverse religious landscape to build a more unified, prosperous, and inclusive society. Through concerted efforts towards inclusive 

governance and respect for religious rights, Nigeria can overcome the divisive forces at the intersection of religion and politics, forging 

a path towards a more peaceful and harmonious future. 
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