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Introduction 

Climate change has emerged as one of the most 

significant environmental and developmental 

challenges of the twenty-first century with profound 

implications for ecosystems, livelihoods, public 

health, and socioeconomic development. Local 

communities, particularly in developing countries, 

are disproportionately affected by extreme weather 

events, flooding, droughts, land degradation, and 

declining agricultural productivity. Despite growing 

public awareness campaigns, translating scientific 

knowledge about climate change into meaningful 

community action remains a major challenge. 
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Consequently, there is increasing recognition of the 

need for culturally relevant communication 

approaches that promote environmental awareness 

and inspire behavioural change (Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change [IPCC], 2023). 

Theatre has long served as a medium for education, 

advocacy, and social transformations. Through 

storytelling, music, dance, and participatory 

performance, it communicates complex issues in 

accessible and culturally meaningful ways (United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization [UNESCO], 2024). This paper 

examines the role of theatre in promoting climate 

change awareness and mitigation in local 

communities, focusing on its capacity to facilitate 

environmental education, stimulate dialogue, 

encourage community participation, and support 

sustainable environmental practices. 

Although previous studies have explored 

environmental communication and climate 

education, relatively little attention has been given to 

theatre as a community-based strategy for climate 

change mitigation, particularly within local contexts 

where indigenous knowledge and cultural 

performance traditions remain influential. This gap 

limits understanding of how participatory theatre can 

complement conventional climate communication 

strategies and strengthen grassroots responses to 

environmental challenges. 

This paper contributes to knowledge by 

demonstrating how theatre can serve as an effective 

tool for environmental communication, behavioural 

change, and community mobilization. It further 

provides a conceptual basis for integrating theatre 

into climate change education, policy 

implementation, and sustainable community 

development initiatives. 

 

Methodology 

This paper adopted qualitative research approach, 

based on a systematic review and analysis of existing 

literature on theatre, climate change communication, 

environmental education, and community-based 

mitigation strategies. The study utilizes secondary 

sources, including peer-reviewed journal articles, 

books, policy documents, and reports from reputable 

international organizations such as the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO). These sources 

were selected based on their relevance to climate 

change awareness, participatory communication, 

cultural performance, and sustainable community 

development. The study employed a thematic 

analysis approach to identify key themes relating to 

the contribution of theatre to climate change 

awareness and mitigation. The analysis focused on 

the use of theatre as a medium for environmental 

education, behavioural change, community 

participation, advocacy, indigenous knowledge 

preservation, and sustainable practices. Particularly, 

theatre was examined to understand how theatrical 

forms, particularly community and participatory 

theatre, have been applied in addressing 

environmental challenges at the grassroots level. The 

methodology also adopted a conceptual framework 

that positions theatre as a form of social 

communication capable of bridging the gap between 

scientific climate knowledge and local community 

understanding. By examining existing theoretical 

perspectives and practical applications of 

environmental theatre, the paper highlighted the 

potential of performance-based approaches in 

strengthening climate action. The findings derived 

from the reviewed literature provided the basis for 

discussing the role, effectiveness, challenges, and 

future prospects of theatre in supporting climate 

change awareness and mitigation efforts in local 

communities. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

This paper is anchored on the concept of theatre as a 

tool for social transformation and environmental 

communication. The framework assumes that theatre 

functions beyond entertainment by serving as a 

participatory medium through which knowledge, 

values, and actions related to climate change can be 

communicated, negotiated, and transformed within 

local communities. It draws from the principles of 

participatory communication, which emphasize 

dialogue, local knowledge, and community 
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involvement as essential elements for achieving 

sustainable social change (Servaes, 2020). 

The framework proposes that climate change 

awareness is strengthened when theatre translates 

scientific information into culturally relevant 

narratives using drama, storytelling, music, and 

performance. Through emotional engagements and 

audience participation, theatre can influence 

perceptions attitudes and behaviours towards 

environmental protection. This aligns with climate 

communication research which highlights the 

importance of accessible, locally meaningful, and 

inclusive approaches in building climate literacy and 

encouraging public engagement (IPCC, 2023; 

UNESCO, 2024). 

The framework further suggests that increased 

awareness generated through theatrical interventions 

can contribute to mitigation actions such as 

sustainable resource management, waste reduction, 

conservation practices, and community advocacy. 

The relationship is presented as a process involving 

measurable performance in climate knowledge and 

awareness.  

However, the effectiveness of theatre in promoting 

climate action depends on contextual factors, 

including cultural relevance, community ownership, 

institutional support, funding, and collaboration 

among artists, environmental organizations, 

educators and policymakers. By positioning theatre 

within the broader framework of environmental 

communication and social change, this paper 

contributes to understanding how creative and 

participatory approaches can complement scientific 

and policy-driven responses to climate change. 

 

Theatre and Environmental Communication: A 

Theoretical Perspective 

The increasing complexity of climate change 

requires communication approaches that move 

beyond the conventional transmission of scientific 

information to embrace participatory culturally 

relevant, and emotionally engaging methods. While 

scientific reports and policy documents provide 

essential evidence about climate risks, translating 

this knowledge into meaningful action at the 

community level remains a persistent challenge. 

Climate change is not only an environmental issue 

but also a social and cultural concern that requires 

changes in values, attitudes, and everyday practices. 

In this context, theatre emerges as a significant 

medium for environmental communication because 

it connects knowledge with human experience 

through storytelling, performance, and collective 

reflection (Corner et al., 2018; Heras & Meira-

Cartea, 2020). 

Environmental communication scholars argue that 

effective climate communication must consider the 

social, cultural, and emotional dimensions of 

environmental issues rather than relying exclusively 

on scientific facts (Moser, 2022). Many communities 

understand environmental change through live 

experiences, cultural narratives, and local knowledge 

systems. Theatre provides a platform where these 

experiences can be represented and transformed into 

meaningful messages about climate change causes, 

consequences, and possible solutions. Through 

dramatic representation, audiences are encouraged to 

identify with characters, reflect on their own 

environmental practices, and consider alternative 

behaviours. 

The conceptual foundation of theatre as a climate 

communication tool is closely connected to 

participatory communication theory, which 

emphasizes dialogue, community involvement, and 

collective knowledge production. Servaes (2020) 

argues that communication for social change is most 

effective when communities are not treated merely 

as recipients of information but as active participants 

in defining problems and developing solutions. 

Community theatre reflects this principle by 

involving local people in creation of performances, 

and interpretation of environmental messages. 

Rather than imposing external climate narratives, 

participatory theatre allows communities to express 

their own experiences of environmental change and 

develop locally appropriate responses. 

Theatre for Development (TfD) has historically 

demonstrated the ability of performance practices to 

address social challenges, including health, 

education, gender equality, and community 

empowerment. The same principles can be applied to 
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climate change. By using familiar languages, cultural 

symbols, indigenous stories, and local performance 

traditions, theatre can make climate-related 

information more accessible to populations with 

limited access to formal scientific communication 

platforms (Salas & Murtagh, 2022). This is 

particularly relevant in rural and vulnerable 

communities where climate impacts are experienced 

directly through changes in farming patterns, water 

availability, and ecosystem conditions. 

The role of arts and creative approaches in climate 

communication has received increasing recognition 

internationally. The Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC, 2023) emphasizes that 

climate action requires broad societal engagement, 

including changes in behaviour, values and 

institutional practices. Similarly, UNESCO (2024) 

highlights education, culture, and community 

participation as important pathways for sustainable 

development and environmental responsibility. 

Theatre contributes to these goals by creating spaces 

where communities can discuss climate challenges, 

negotiate solutions, and strengthen collective action. 

 

Theatre as a Medium for Climate Change 

Awareness 

One of the most significant contributions of theatre 

to climate action is its capacity to increase public 

awareness. Climate change remains a complex 

scientific issue because its causes and impacts often 

involve scientific concepts that may appear distant 

from everyday community experiences. Theatre 

bridges this gap by transforming abstract ideas such 

as global warming, greenhouse gas emissions, and 

ecological degradation into reliable human stories 

(Pahl-Wostl, 2020). Through characters, conflicts, 

and dramatic narratives, audiences can understand 

how environmental changes affect families, 

livelihoods, and social relationships. 

The emotional dimension of theatre makes it 

particularly effective in communicating climate 

risks. Research on climate communication indicates 

that messages based only on fear or catastrophic 

evidence may not always generate sustained 

engagement, instead, narratives that combine 

concern with hope, agency, and practical solutions 

are more likely to motivate action (Nisbet, 2019; 

O’Neill & Nicholson-cole, 2019). Theatre achieves 

this balance by presenting environmental challenges 

while also demonstrating possible pathways for 

community response. For example, a community 

drama about declining agricultural productivity can 

illustrate the relationship between deforestation, soil 

degradation, changing rainfall patterns, and food 

insecurity. Rather than presenting these issues as 

distant global problems, theatre connects them with 

local experiences. Such performances encourage 

audiences to recognize their role in environmental 

protection through activities such as tree planting, 

sustainable farming, waste reductions, and 

conservation. 

The interactive nature of theatre also strengthens 

learning and awareness. Unlike many traditional 

forms of communication where audiences passively 

receive information, participatory theatre encourages 

discussion, questioning, and reflection. Augusto 

Boal's concept of the “Theatre of the Oppressed” 

demonstrates how performance can become a 

democratic space where audiences actively engage 

with social problems and explore solutions (Boal, 

2020). Applied to climate change, this approach 

enables communities to identify practical 

environmental challenges collectively and identify 

practical actions. 

In local communities, theatre can also overcome 

barriers associated with literacy, language, and 

access to information. Performances delivered in 

indigenous languages and familiar cultural forms can 

reach diverse groups, including rural populations, 

young people, and marginalized communities. This 

inclusive capacity makes theatre a valuable 

complement to formal climate education 

programmes and awareness campaigns. 

The effectiveness of theatre in environmental 

awareness is also connected to its ability to preserve 

and communicate indigenous ecological knowledge. 

Many local communities possess traditional 

understanding of seasonal patterns, resource 

conservation, and human relationships with nature 

(Akiang & Eyam, 2026). However, these knowledge 

systems are increasingly threatened by 

modernization and environmental change. Theatre 
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provides a means of documenting, preserving, and 

transmitting indigenous environmental knowledge 

across generations while integrating it with 

contemporary climate science. 

 

Community Theatre and Participatory 

Approaches to Climate Mitigation 

Climate change mitigation involves reducing 

activities that contribute to global warming and 

strengthening practices that enhance environmental 

sustainability. While international agreements and 

national policies provide important frameworks for 

mitigation, their success depends significantly on the 

participation of individuals and communities. The 

United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP, 

2023) notes that effective climate actions require 

societal involvement, including changes in 

consumption patterns, land-use practices, and 

resource management. Community theatre 

contributes to this process by creating opportunities 

for communities to discuss environmental challenges 

and develop locally relevant responses. 

Participatory theatre approaches enable communities 

to examine the causes and consequences of 

environmental problems through collective 

storytelling. In many rural communities, climate-

related experiences such as prolonged droughts, 

flooding, declining crop yields, and changing 

weather patterns are already part of everyday life. 

Theatre allows communities to critically reflect on 

these relations with the environment. Through 

performance and dialogue, community members can 

identify harmful practices and explore alternatives 

that support climate resilience. 

The participatory nature of theatre also strengthens 

social learning. Climate change requires not only 

individual awareness but also collective 

understanding and cooperation. Wals (2020) argues 

that sustainability challenges require learning 

processes that encourage collaboration, reflection, 

and innovation among different stakeholders. 

Community theatre provides such a learning 

environment by bringing together farmers, youths, 

women groups, traditional leaders, environmental 

advocates, and policymakers in shared spaces of 

interaction. 

In addition, theatre can support mitigation by 

encouraging practical environmental actions. 

Performances can promote messages about 

renewable energy adoption, sustainable agriculture, 

forest conservation, waste management, and 

responsible consumption (Akiang, et al., 2026). 

When these messages are embedded within 

culturally familiar stories and performed by local 

actors, they are more likely to influence community 

attitudes and practices. Theatre therefore functions 

not merely as a communication tool but as a catalyst 

for local social mobilization. 

 

Community Theatre in the Niger Delta, Nigeria: 

A Case Study 

The Niger Delta is one of Nigeria's most 

environmentally vulnerable regions due to decades 

of oil exploration, gas flaring, oil spill degradation, 

and the destruction of mangrove forests. These 

activities have degraded ecosystems, reduced 

agricultural productivity, contaminated water 

resources, and increased community vulnerability to 

flooding, coastal erosion, and other climate-related 

hazards (Akiang et al., 2026; Abah & Okwori, 

20219). In response, theatre for development (TfD) 

has been employed as a participatory communication 

strategy to raise environmental awareness and 

encourage community engagement. 

Notable example is the Theatre for Development 

Centre (TFDC) at Ahmadu Bello University, which 

facilitated participatory theatre projects in oil-

producing communities in Bayelsa and Delta States. 

Community members collaborated with facilitators 

to develop plays based on their experiences of 

environmental degradation, poor governance and 

social exclusion. Through sharing their experiences 

and past performance discussions, audiences 

understand environmental problems and proposed 

practical solutions (Akiang et al, 2026; Abah & 

Okwori, 2019). 

Although these interventions primarily addressed 

governance and accountability, they also emphasized 

awareness of environmental degradation and its 

implications for climate change. The use of 

indigenous languages and culturally familiar 

performance techniques made complex 
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environmental values accessible to both literate and 

non-literate audiences. The performances 

encouraged dialogue on agreements and 

communication for adaptation in addressing 

ecological challenges (Mda, 2023). 

The Niger Delta experience demonstrates that 

community theatre can serve as an effective tool for 

climate change communication by translating 

scientific concepts into understandable local 

experiences. Its participatory approach fosters 

environmental consciousness, promotes behavioural 

change, and strengthens community ownership of 

mitigation and adaptation strategies. Consequently, 

theatre remains a valuable strategy for promoting 

climate change awareness and encouraging 

sustainable environmental practices in vulnerable 

local communities (Okpadah, 2017). 

 

The Role of Indigenous Knowledge and Cultural 

Performance in Climate Action 

Indigenous knowledge systems play an important 

role in understanding and responding to 

environmental change. Many local communities 

have developed traditional practices for managing 

forests, water resources, agricultural systems and 

biodiversity conservation. However, climate change 

globalization, and challenging societal structures 

have contributed to the erosion of some indigenous 

environmental knowledge (Akiang & Eyam, 2026). 

Theatre provides a valuable platform for preserving 

and revitalizing these knowledge systems by 

integrating traditional narratives, songs, rituals, and 

performance practices into climate change 

education. 

The relationship between culture and environmental 

sustainability has gained increasing attention in 

climate research. The IPCC (2023) recognizes that 

local and indigenous knowledge can complement 

scientific knowledge by providing insights into 

ecosystem management, adaptation strategies, and 

community resilience. Theatre can serve as a bridge 

between scientific climate information and 

indigenous knowledge by presenting both forms of 

understanding within accessible narratives. 

Traditional performances often contain 

environmental values that emphasize respect for 

nature, responsible resource use, and 

interconnectedness between humans and 

ecosystems. Folktales, myths, songs, and dances 

frequently communicate lessons about conservation 

and ecological balance. By incorporating these 

cultural expressions into climate change 

performances, theatre practitioners can strengthen 

environmental awareness while maintaining cultural 

identity. For example, a community theatre 

production may use traditional storytelling 

techniques to illustrate the consequences of 

environmental degradation and the importance of 

protecting natural resources. Such performances are 

effective because they connect climate messages 

with existing cultural beliefs and community 

experiences rather than presenting climate change as 

an abstract scientific issue. Theatre frames climate 

change as a challenge that is directly connected to 

community values and survival. 

Furthermore, indigenous performance practices 

encourage intergenerational knowledge transfer. 

Older members of communities can share 

environmental experiences and traditional practices 

with younger generations through dramatic 

presentations. This process supports both cultural 

preservation and environmental education. 

UNESCO, (2024) emphasizes that education for 

sustainable development should recognize cultural 

diversity and encourage locally appropriate 

approaches to sustainability learning. 

 

Theatre, Behavioural Change, and Sustainable 

Environmental Practices 

Awareness alone is insufficient to address climate 

change; meaningful mitigation requires changes in 

behaviour and social practices. Theatre contributes to 

behavioural change by influencing how people 

perceive environmental problems and their ability to 

respond. Through emotional engagement, role 

modelling, and collective reflection, theatrical 

performances can encourage audiences to adopt 

sustainable practices. Behavioural change theories 

suggest that people are more likely to modify their 

actions when they understand an issue, perceive 

personal relevance, and believe that their actions can 
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contribute to solutions. Climate communication 

research emphasizes that messages should provide 

actionable information and a sense of agency rather 

than presenting climate change as an overwhelming 

problem beyond individual control (Moser, 2023). 

Theatre achieves this by presenting characters who 

face environmental challenges and demonstrate 

practical responses. A play about improper waste 

disposal, for instance, may portray how community 

pollution contributes to flooding and health risks 

while showing how collective waste management 

initiatives can improve environmental conditions. 

Similarly, performances on deforestation can 

highlight the connection between tree loss, climate 

impacts, and community food security. Such 

narratives encourage audiences to view themselves 

as participants in climate solutions. 

Theatre also contributes to social accountability. 

When performances are presented in public spaces 

they create opportunities for communities to discuss 

environmental responsibilities openly. Audience 

members may question existing practices, challenge 

harmful behaviours, and suggest new environmental 

initiatives. This collective reflection can strengthen 

community commitment to mitigation activities. 

Overall, theatre provides an innovative platform for 

connecting climate knowledge with community 

action. Its ability to combine education, cultural 

participation, and emotional engagement makes it a 

valuable instrument for promoting sustainable 

environmental practices. 

Educational institutions can also benefit from 

integrating theatre into climate change learning. 

According to Snyder (2022) and Prenkti & Preston 

(2019), schools and universities increasingly 

recognize the value of arts-based approaches in 

developing environmental awareness and critical 

thinking. Creative methods allow students to explore 

climate issues through imagination, collaboration, 

and problem-solving rather than relying exclusively 

on textbook learning. Overall, theatre provides an 

innovative platform for connecting climate 

knowledge with community participation and 

emotional engagement makes it a valuable 

instrument for promoting sustainable environmental 

practices. 

Challenges Limiting the Use of Theatre in 

Climate Change Mitigation 

Despite the significant potential of theatre as a tool 

for climate change awareness and mitigation, several 

challenges limit its wider application in local 

communities. One major challenge is inadequate 

funding and institutional support. Community 

theatre projects often depend on short-term grants, 

voluntary participation, or external support. Unlike 

conventional communication channels that receive 

substantial investment, arts-based climate initiatives 

frequently struggle to secure resources for research, 

production, training, and community engagement. 

This limitation reduces the ability of theatre 

practitioners to develop long-term environmental 

education programmes (Crate & Nutall, 2021). 

Another challenge is the limited recognition of 

theatre within formal climate policy frameworks. 

Climate action strategies often prioritize 

technological, scientific, and economic interventions 

while cultural and artistic approaches receive less 

attention. Although the importance of public 

engagement is increasingly acknowledged, creative 

methods such as theatre are not always integrated 

into national climate communication plans. 

IPCC(2023) highlights the importance of inclusive 

approaches that involve diverse social actors in 

climate action; however, translating this principle 

into practical support for community-based theatre 

remains a continuing challenge. Access to scientific 

climate information also presents difficulties for 

theatre practitioners. Effective climate theatre 

requires accurate understanding of environmental 

issues to avoid misrepresentation or 

oversimplification. Many artists may have strong 

creative skills but limited access to current climate 

research, while scientists may lack experience in 

communicating through artistic forms. Collaboration 

between environmental experts and theatre 

practitioners is therefore necessary to ensure that 

performances remain both scientifically accurate and 

culturally relevant. 

Furthermore, social and cultural differences may 

influence how climate messages are received. 

Climate change is interpreted differently across 

communities depending on economic conditions and 
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local experiences. A theatre production that does not 

consider audience cultural backgrounds may fail to 

connect with its intended audience. Participation 

approaches are therefore essential because they 

allow communities to contribute to the development 

of narratives that reflect their realities. 

Limited documentation and evaluation of theatre-

based climate initiatives also remain challenges. 

While many community theatre projects demonstrate 

positive outcomes, systematic research on their long-

term effectiveness there is still developing. More 

empirical studies are needed to assess how theatre 

influences knowledge, attitudes, behavioural change, 

and sustained participation in climate mitigation 

activities. 

 

Opportunities for Integrating Theatre into 

Climate Policy and Community Development 

Despite these challenges, significant opportunities 

exist for strengthening the contribution of theatre to 

climate change awareness and mitigation. One 

important opportunity lies in partnership among 

theatre practitioners, environmental organizations, 

educational institutions, government agencies, and 

community leaders. Collaborative approaches can 

combine artistic creativity with scientific knowledge 

and institutional resources to develop effective 

climate communication strategies. 

Environmental agencies can integrate theatre into 

climate education campaigns, particularly in 

communities where conventional communication 

methods have limited reach. Community 

performances, workshops, and participatory 

activities enable theatre practitioners and climate 

programmes by making information more accessible 

and culturally meaningful. Such approaches are 

especially valuable in rural and vulnerable 

communities where climate impacts are directly 

experienced. 

Educational institutions also provide important 

spaces for expanding climate theatre initiatives. 

Schools and universities can incorporate 

environmental theatre curricula by encouraging 

students to explore climate challenges through 

creative expression. This approach supports 

UNESCO (2024) emphasis on education for 

sustainability and development which promotes 

learning processes that encourage critical thinking, 

environmental responsibility, and active citizenship. 

Digital technologies provide additional opportunities 

for expanding the reach of climate theatre. While 

traditional community performances remain 

important, digital platforms and social media can 

extend climate messages to wider audiences. The 

combination of live performance and digital 

communication can increase accessibility and 

encourage broader public engagement. 

Theatre can also contribute to climate justice by 

amplifying the voices of communities most affected 

by environmental change. Climate impacts are often 

experienced unequally, with vulnerable populations 

facing greater risks despite contributing less to global 

emissions. Through storytelling and representation, 

theatre can highlight these inequalities and promote 

more inclusive approaches to climate action. As 

noted by the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC, 2023), effective 

climate responses require attention to equity, 

participation, and the experiences of affected 

communities. 

 

Discussion of Findings and Contribution to 

Knowledge 

The analysis demonstrates that theatre represents an 

important and underutilized approach to climate 

change awareness and mitigation in local 

communities. Unlike purely informational 

communication strategies, theatre creates emotional 

connection, cultural emphasis and participatory 

engagement. Its strength lies in its ability to 

transform abstract climate issues into human-centred 

stories that encourage reflection and action. 

The study finds that theatre contributes to climate 

awareness by simplifying understanding of 

environmental challenges and connecting global 

climate concerns with local realities. By using 

familiar language, cultural symbols and community 
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experiences, theatre makes climate information more 

meaningful and accessible. This supports the 

argument of climate communication scholars that 

effective engagement requires communication 

strategies that recognize social and cultural contexts 

rather than relying solely on scientific information 

(Moser, 2022). 

The study further reveals that participatory theatre 

within community settings encourages ownership of 

climate solutions and promotes climate-related 

narratives. Rather than passive audiences, 

community members become active contributors 

through dialogue, collective learning and social 

responsibility. It aligns with communication for 

social change perspectives which emphasizes 

empowerment and community involvement as 

foundations for sustainable development (Servaes, 

2020). 

A major contribution of this paper is its emphasis on 

the relationship between theatre and behavioural 

change. While climate awareness is important, 

transformational action requires practical changes in 

everyday activities. Theatre supports this transition 

by presenting examples of sustainable practices and 

encouraging communities to consider their role in 

environmental protection. 

The study also contributes to knowledge by 

highlighting the importance of integrating 

indigenous knowledge and cultural performance into 

climate change communication. Existing climate 

strategies often overlook cultural systems and 

technological approaches but theatre offers a 

platform for strengthening resilience. Theatre offers 

a platform where scientific knowledge and 

indigenous environmental understanding can interact 

productively. 

The findings suggest that theatre should not be 

viewed merely as entertainment but as a strategic tool 

for climate awareness, environmental education, and 

community development. Greater recognition of 

arts-based approaches within climate policies can 

expand opportunities for inclusive and participatory 

climate action. 

Conclusion 

Climate change represents a complex environmental, 

social and cultural challenge that requires innovative 

approaches capable of connecting scientific 

knowledge with community experiences and 

everyday practices. This study has examined the role 

of theatre as a tool for promoting climate change 

awareness and mitigation in local communities. The 

findings demonstrate that theatre functions as an 

important medium for education, advocacy, 

participation and social transformation. Through 

drama, storytelling, music, dance, and other forms of 

performance, theatre provides accessible platforms 

for communicating climate issues in ways that are 

meaningful, relevant, and emotionally engaging. 

The study reveals that theatre contributes 

significantly to climate change awareness by 

translating complex environmental concepts into 

relatable human narratives. Unique contextual 

communication approaches that may present climate 

change as a distant scientific issue, theatre connects 

global environmental challenges with local realities 

such as changing weather patterns, declining 

agricultural productivity, flooding, resource scarcity, 

and threats to livelihoods. By reflecting community 

experiences, theatre encourages audiences to 

recognize the relationship between human activities 

and environmental change while promoting a deeper 

understanding of climate risks. 

Furthermore, theatre serves as a catalyst for climate 

adaptation by encouraging behavioural 

transformation and collective action. Through 

participatory performances, communities discuss 

possible solutions and respond to environmental 

challenges. Theatre strengthens community 

ownership of climate solutions by positioning people 

as active participants rather than passive recipients of 

environmental information. 

The study also highlights the importance of 

integrating indigenous knowledge and cultural 

practices into climate communication. Local stories, 

traditional performances and community narratives 

promote valuable insights into human relationships 

with nature and can strengthen climate resilience 
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when combined with contemporary scientific 

knowledge. Theatre therefore creates a bridge 

between traditional ecological understanding and 

modern climate action strategies. 

However, the effectiveness of theatre in supporting 

climate change mitigation depends on adequate 

institutional recognition, funding, collaboration and 

research support. Limited resources, weak 

integration into climate policies and insufficient 

documentation of outcomes remain challenges that 

require attention. Addressing these limitations will 

enhance the capacity of theatre practitioners to 

design sustainable and impactful climate 

communication initiatives. 

In conclusion, theatre represents a powerful and 

underutilized approach to climate change awareness 

and mitigation in local communities. Its ability to 

combine knowledge, culture, emotion and 

participation makes it a valuable instrument for 

promoting environmental responsibility and 

sustainable development. As climate challenges 

continue to intensify, performances, environmental 

education and cultural organizations should 

recognize and support theatre as an important 

component of inclusive climate action. By 

empowering communities to share their experiences, 

imagine solutions and participate in environmental 

decision-making, theatre can contribute 

meaningfully to the creation of climate-resilient and 

sustainable societies. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the discussion of the role of theatre in 

promoting climate change awareness and mitigation 

in local communities, the following 

recommendations are proposed: 

i. Governments, educational institutions and 

environmental organizations should incorporate 

theatre-based approaches into climate change 

education and awareness programmes. Drama 

storytelling and participatory performances can 

complement scientific communication by making 

climate information more accessible, culturally 

relevant and engaging for diverse audiences. 

ii. There is a need for stronger partnership between 

artists, environmental scientists, policymakers and 

community development practitioners. Such 

collaborations will ensure that theatre productions 

communicate accurate climate information while 

maintaining creative and culturally appropriate 

approaches. 

iii. Cultural organizations, government agencies and 

international development partners should provide 

sustainable funding and technical support for 

community-based theatre projects focused on 

climate change. Long-term investment will enable 

continuous engagement rather than short-term 

awareness campaigns. 

iv. Theatre practitioners should integrate indigenous 

environmental knowledge, traditional stories, songs 

and cultural practices into climate change 

performances. This would strengthen community 

identity while promoting locally appropriate 

approaches to environmental conservation and 

climate resilience. 

v. Community members should be actively involved 

in developing, performing and evaluating climate-

related theatre projects. Participatory approaches 

encourage local ownership, strengthen dialogue and 

increase the likelihood of sustained behavioural 

change. 

vi. Theatre organizations should explore the use of 

digital technologies including online performances, 

social media platforms and audiovisual 

documentation to expand access to climate change 

messages and engage wider audiences particularly 

young people. 

vii. Researchers and institutions should conduct 

more empirical studies to assess the effectiveness of 

theatre interventions in changing climate knowledge, 

attitudes and behaviours. Systematic evaluation will 

provide evidence for improving future climate 

communication strategies. 

viii. Policymakers should recognize theatre as a 

valuable component of climate action frameworks. 

Integrating arts-based communication into climate 
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policies can support inclusive participation and 

ensure that vulnerable communities have 

opportunities to contribute to environmental 

decision-making. 
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